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Wednesday, August 17 at 7:00 p.m.
The next Logan County Historical Society 
membership meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
August 17th at 7:00 pm. We will be watching a film 
taken of various places and events in Bellefontaine 
during the late 1930s. In conjunction with ComStor 
we had the film digitized so it will be safe to watch 
the movie without further damaging the nearly 
80 year-old film. It should be a fun “home video” 
to watch. We will meet in the AcuSport Room on 
the 2nd floor of the Transportation Museum. Light 
refreshments will be served. NOTE: THIS TOPIC WAS 
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR THE APRIL SOCIETY 
MEETING BUT WE DID NOT RECEIVE THE DVD OF 
THE MOVIE IN TIME. 

Wednesday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m.
The October Society meeting will feature Bellefontaine native 
John W. Guy talking about his book Into the Ditch. The book is 
about Mr. Guy’s time working in labor relations at the Chevrolet 
plant in Flint, Michigan during the 1960s and the interaction 
and conflict between management and the UAW. Mr. Guy will 
also discuss his time growing up in Bellefontaine, including his 
memories of his uncle Clarence Wissler. The meeting will be at 
7:00 pm in the AcuSport Room of the Transportation Museum. 

Public Welcome! 
All society meetings are free and open to the public.

America’s Oldest Concrete Street - The 125th Anniversary
was recently celebrated. See inside for photos and stories.



Logan County History Center 
Includes:

The Orr Mansion

The Logan County Museum 

The Transportation Museum

Logan County Historical Society

AcuSport Meeting Room

Presidents’ Meeting Room

 

HISTORY CENTER HOURS
Wednesday through Sunday

1:00-4:00 p.m.
ADMISSION BY DONATION
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March Winner:	 Janet Blank
April Winner:  	 Bob Mitchell
May Winner:   	 Marty Marine

Curator/Director
K. Todd McCormick

 

Board of Trustees
	 Dan Bratka 	 President

	 Brian Baker 	 Vice-President
	 William McCormick 	 Treasurer
	 Mary Mortimer 	 Assistant Treasurer
	 Bonnie Hansen 	 Recording Secretary
	 Pat Ortli 	 Correspond. Secretary
	 John Tucci 	 Trustee (2016)
	 Nikki Smith 	 Trustee (2016)
	 Nancy Harmon 	 Trustee (2016)
	 Karen Beasley 	 Trustee (2017)
	 Mike Yoder 	 Trustee (2017)
	 Nadine Tussing 	 Trustee (2017)
	 G. Bruce Norris 	 Trustee (2018)
	 Brian Harmon 	 Trustee (2018)
	 Jim DeLong 	 Trustee (2018)

 

Society’s Office Hours
Monday—Friday  8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Logan County Historical Society
521 E Columbus Ave.

Bellefontaine, OH  43311-2401
 937-593-7557

historycenter@loganhistory.org
tmccormick@loganhistory.org

www.loganhistory.org

Across
4. 	 economist scribe
6. 	 "Spanish Dancing Girls" 	
	 creator
7. 	 a.k.a. White Eagle
8. 	 investment genius
12.	 "Abe Martin" creator
17. 	Women's baseballer 	
	 DesCombes' nickname
20. 	Blind Man Eloquent
21. 	airplane engine maker
22. 	Pulitzer Prize nominee
23. 	gauntlet survivor

	 In lieu of my regular Curator’s Corner I thought I 
would reprint this Famous Logan Countians crossword 
puzzle that we created a number of years ago. If you 
can’t figure out one of the clues, come visit the Logan 
County History Center and check out the Famous Logan 
Countians exhibit, where you should find all the answers. 

Down
1. 	 She was a clever doctor
2. 	 an Indian princess
3. 	 singing siblings
5. 	 concrete king
6. 	 the consummate politician 	
	 in good weather or bad
9. 	 He's only a little confused
10. 	Helped found American 
	 Red Cross
11. 	liniment maker, library 	
	 builder

13. 	a.k.a. Weh-yah-pih-ehr-sehn-wah
14. 	baseball hall of famer
15. 	aircraft designer
16. 	trading post entrepreneur
18. 	Wyandot principal chief
19. a positive thinker

Society Meetings information.
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	 The Young Historians 
completed the 2015-2016 
school year with a pizza party 
on May 24th. This year the 
Young Historians learned about 
immigration by packing their 
covered wagon for a trip from 

Virginia to their new home in Logan County. Beth 
Marshall, LCHS archivist/asst. curator told them 
stories her ancestor’s told her about what it was like 
for them to emigrate from Hungary to the U.S. The 
Young Historians then experienced their own “trip” 
from the old country to America. 
	 It was another fun year for us. The Young 
Historians will be starting up again this fall. The 
schedule and theme will be in the next History 
Matters newsletter. The Young Historians is open to 
children 1st grade on up. If you have any questions 
please call Todd at 593-7557 or email at tmccormick@
loganhistory.org.

 Leave Your Legacy 
	 It is never too early to plan ahead and to consider 
your gift to the Logan County History Center. Whether 
you think of yourself as rich or poor, or somewhere in 
between, your gift can make a difference. Even a small 
amount can have a big impact over time. 
	 Consider a planned gift for the Logan County 
History Center if you want to:
		 q 	Celebrate Logan County’s heritage
		 q 	Provide ongoing support after your 		
			   lifetime
		 q 	Reduce your estate taxes
		 q 	Feel positive about the impact you have 	
			   on your community’s history
	 Planned gifts come in all shapes and sizes. Some of 
the most common legacy options include a 
bequest in your will or trust, gifts of securities such as 
stocks, and gifts through life insurance, IRA designation 
or charitable remainder trusts. You can leave money to 
both your family and to your favorite charity. You do 
not have to choose between one or the other. You can do 
both, plus charitable gifts may actually save your family 
money by decreasing inheritance taxes.
	 If you would like to preserve a part of your life 
forever by sharing with the entire community, please 
consider donating. If you have any questions please 
contact Todd at (937) 593-7557 or email at tmccormick@
loganhistory.org. 
	

JULY
		  NO Building Committee Meeting

11-16 	 Logan County Fair- Visit us at our booth!

14 	 Thu 	 Trustee Meeting 	 7:00 p.m.

AUGUST
06 	 Sat 	 Building Committee Meeting 	 8:30 a.m.

17 	 Wed 	 Society Meeting- 1930s Bellefontaine Movie 	 7:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
3 	 Sat 	 Building Committee Meeting 	 8:30 a.m.

8 	 Thu 	 Trustee Meeting 	 7:00 p.m.

OCTOBER
01 	 Sat 	 Building Committee Meeting 	 8:30 a.m.

19 	 Wed 	 Society Meeting, Into The Ditch by John Guy 	 7:00 p.m.

17-23 	 MUSEUM CLOSED for decorating and KidFest

22 	 Sat 	 Halloween KidFest 	 1:00-4:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER
05 	 Sat 	 Building & Christmas Committees Tree Setup 	 8:30 a.m.

10 	 Thu 	 Trustee Meeting 	 7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER
		  NO Building Committee Meeting

3&4 and 

10&11		  Christmas at the History Center Open House 	 1-5:00

07 	 Wed 	 Society Christmas Carry-In Dinner Meeting 	 6:00 p.m.

Dec 22- 

Jan1- 		  CLOSED-History Center & Society Office-CLOSED

Save the Date!
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Buckeye Cement Plant, 1941.Early Main Street, Bellefontaine pre-concrete cobble 
street.

America’s Oldest Concrete Street, a road traveled.

Repairing the concrete on East Columbus Street about 1909. Note the early auto 
parked beside the Court House.
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	 2016 marks the 125th anniversary of George Bartholomew’s innovative contribution to the world 
of transportation – concrete pavement. In 1891 Bartholomew made a deal with the Bellefontaine City 
Council to pave a test section on Main Street with his formula of concrete, made in Logan County at the 
Buckeye Portland Cement Company in Marl City near Rushsylvania, which he guaranteed would hold 
up to the horse & wagon traffic of downtown Bellefontaine. By 1893 council members were convinced, 
and along with the business owners and the county commissioners, contracted to have the streets around 
the Courthouse paved with Bartholomew’s concrete. Court Avenue remains the oldest concrete street in 
America, with around 60% of the street still paved in Bartholomew’s original concrete.
	 On April 25th the Logan County History Center was honored to be one of the stops for a consortium 
of representatives in the concrete industry during the group’s visit to Bellefontaine to see Court Avenue 
and tour the LCHC Transportation Museum. More than fifty members traveled on bus and by car from a 
national concrete convention in Columbus to Bellefontaine to see first-hand Logan County’s vital role in 
transportation history and the history of concrete. 

	 Several members came to LCHC Archives prior to the celebration 
to research Mr. Bartholomew, the Buckeye Portland Cement Co. and 
Court Avenue. The archives proved to be a wealth of resources for them. 
The staff and volunteers in archives were a great help to the researchers. 
Don Corwin, who volunteers in the archives and is the pre-eminent 
local historian on Marl City, was an especially important resource to the 
researchers. In addition to helping with their research Don also started to 
reorganize all of our “Oldest Concrete Street” and Marl City information in 
the archives to make it easier for future researchers. Thanks Don!

Court Avenue, Oldest Concrete Street. Photo ca 
1954 courtesy of Portland Cement Association.

Marl City Cement Plant storage silos near 
Bellefontaine, the source of cement used in 
making America’s First Concrete Street.
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We would like to thank the Task Force on 
Preservation of Historic Concrete Pavement 
Artifacts for its very generous donation of $500 
to the Logan County Historical Society. It was an 
honor to host the group as part of its celebration 
of the 125th anniversary of the Oldest Concrete 
Street. 

OLDEST CONCRETE STREET 
STORIES IN THE NEWS

Concrete Street basic history-The Cincinnati Constructor

Oldest Concrete Street along back side of 
Court House, 1941.

Oldest Concrete Street article in Springfield 
News-Sun, 1941.

Newspaper article about the Oldest Concrete 
Street exhibit at the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago.



Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________State __________ Zip _______________
Phone _________________________ Email _________________________________________

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE JANUARY 1ST!

NEW MEMBER ______ RENEWAL ______

____ Adult Tours docent
____ Student Tours docent
____ Reg. Open Hours tours docent
____ Young Historians Club assistant
____ Open House docent/volunteer
____ Fair Booth
____ Halloween KidFest

____ Christmas decorating of museum
____ Christmas Open House docent/volunteer
____ Building Committee volunteer
____ Gift Shop Committee volunteer
____ Programs Committee volunteer
____ Newsletter Committee volunteer
____ Docent Committee volunteer

____ Photography volunteer
____ Fundraising Committee volunteer
____ Other, explain ______________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

DUES:
Family - $30
Business - $50

Senior & Student - $15
Individual - $20
Individual Lifetime - $300

I can help with (check as many as apply):
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Don & Susan Corwin
wood plane, army items, Corwin’s Shell 

Service receipt book, Buckeye Local 
School Varsity Letter, political buttons, 
Rushcreek Twp Fire & Squad artifacts, 

paintings by local artist Faye Rarick

Ruth Fawcett Estate
Huber’s Men’s Wear hanger

Beth Marshall
First Presbyterian Church, Bellefontaine 
commemorative plate, glass spoon bowl

George & Diana Wackerman
Ice crusher tool, Better Homes & Gardens 

“Barbeque Book” magazine, 1956

Hubbard Family
Kin Hubbard books, scrapbooks, letters, 

photographs, Tom Hubbard hat

Marsha King Carter
Local one-room school programs

Shawndel Wilson
Air Force stationary, documents from 

the Blinn Electric of Bellefontaine

Peg Riley
Cloth measurer used at the old JC Penney 

in Bellefontaine

March 15, 2016 May 31, 2016

Linda Postmus
paintings by artist Elizabeth M. Longfellow 

who was originally from Bellefontaine

Pat Allen
Lakeview Volunteer Fire Chief Badges of 

Carroll Allen 

Jean Leininger
Government books

Tabor L. Tullis
Sam Dowell BHS diploma, football photos, 

Sam Dowell champion cyclist photos, 
Logan County postcards, Marriage 
Certificate, Indian Lake aerial map

Lloyd Corwin
taxidermy Muskie fish

Willis Brown
Telephone company test equipment

Peggy Barlup
School slate board used by her father 

Harry Tully

Leanna George
Buckeye Girls’ State booklets

Everett Culp
post-WWI airplane wheels

William Woodruff
WWII books belonging to Albert & Harold 
Keller of Bellefontaine. American Legion 

hat of Harold. 

Genita Patrick
Bennett & Bramble (B & B) Shoe Store 

of Bellefontaine advertisement

Jack Carle
Photo of Miss Bellefontaine Elizabeth 

Gregg at beauty pageant at Indian Lake. 
Gregg became Miss Ohio.

National Concrete Consortium
T-Shirt “Oldest Concrete Street in America 

April 25, 2016 Bellefontaine, Ohio

Bill McCormick
Kodak Pocket Instamatic 30 camera.

The Fortnightly Music Club
Club minutes, programs & scrapbook

Florence A. Macaluso 
1985 Bellefontaine City Directory

John W. Guy
Book Into the Ditch: A ‘60s Portent of the 
U.S. Auto Industry Demise written by author

Dave Keller
Photo of Belle Center fire truck “Fire King”

Mary Cost 
Indian projectile points and other stone tools

Ken Lego
The DIVCO News magazine with article 
by the donor about dairy delivery trucks 
in Bellefontaine using photos from LCHC 

photo archives

Rose Huber Haning
Photograph of the Bellefontaine Chapter 

of the D.A.R.

Pat & Dick Ortli
Star Adding Machine

Lucile Lusby
McGuffey Readers, “Tis the Last Sad 

Farewell” sheet music written by Madison 
Bullard & Edouard Hesselberg both of 

Bellefontaine

Loans 
We would like to thank all of the 

individuals and all the local safety service 
departments who loaned artifacts and 

vehicles for the Salute to Safety Service 
open house and exhibits. 

NEW MEMBERS
April 2016 - June 2016

BELLEFONTAINE
Kathryn & Timothy Sherer

RICHMOND HILL, GA
Candace Mitchem

RUSSELLS POINT
Wayne Stevenson



Thank You to our Newsletter sponsors for this year...
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Would You
Like to 

Sponsor
An Ad?

Give Us a Call
TODAY!

937-593-7557

w
w

w
.am

erican
b

u
s.co

m


